
INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
MULTIPLE PROJECTS

Diocese of 
Santa Rosa de Lima

Restoring hearts and lives 
on Guatemala’s impoverished fringes

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”

John 13:35





We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
These projects will help Guatemalan Catholics 
bring material aid and spiritual nourishment to 
families struggling to make ends meet in poor 
rural villages.

Purpose
To follow in Jesus’ footsteps, manifesting his 
compassion for the poor and vulnerable.

Our Partner
Father Raul Monterroso leads the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa de Lima’s local Caritas group. Caritas 
has a strong and growing presence among the 
rural poor and has changed many lives through 
its partnership with Cross Catholic Outreach.

Location
Rural communities outside the town of Cuilapa 
in Guatemala’s Santa Rosa Department. 

Cost
$663,802 will empower the diocese to reach 
needy families with housing, water, food, 
education and other impactful services.

Highlights
• Water (Project 1487): Clean, refreshing water 

will be piped to the homes of families who 
must otherwise fetch dirty water from a 
mountainside spring.

• Housing (Project 1186): Solid concrete 
homes will be constructed for families living 
in makeshift shacks that offer no protection 
against wind or rain.

• Education and Meals (Projects 1179,1180): 

    To help children stay in school, scholarships as 
well as nutritional support will be provided to 
students from needy families.

• Agriculture (Project 1357): Poor farmers will be provided with fruit trees and corn seeds, plus training on 
sustainable farming practices, so they can grow more food and earn more income for their families.

• Diocese Support (Projects 1331, 1340, 1492): Operating costs for Santa Rosa’s Caritas organization will 
bolster all anti-poverty efforts, while support of the diocese’s spiritual outreach activities will better equip 
local Catholics to bring Christ’s love to neighbors in need.

Fr. Raul Monterroso looks on as clean water flows from a family’s new 
water tap.
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The Need

Father Raul Monterroso knows the plight of the poor intimately. Growing up on a farm, he spent his 
childhood working alongside his father’s hired day laborers and sharing meals with them in the fields. These are 
people he understands — and sympathizes with deeply. 

Today, the Guatemalan priest is frequently found walking along the dirt paths that lead to the poorest corners of 
his diocese. Barefoot children rush to meet him, and the haggard mothers he greets elicit his empathetic prayers.  
This man of God knows too well the daily miseries of the subsistence farmers who dwell in the mountains: their 
lack of running water, the dirt-floor shacks they call home, the struggles they face to meet even the most basic of 
human needs. Their lives are incredibly hard, and many yearn for a day without hunger or intestinal disease. 

It would be easy for Fr. Raul to approach these troubled villages expressing pity or despair, but he does neither.  
Instead, he is a messenger of hope who treats the poor with dignity and works tirelessly for their benefit. This 
makes him the kind of priest every Catholic can respect and support — a man who lives sacrificially and has a 
passion to serve as Christ’s hands and feet among the poor!  

Now, he wants to do even more — but to achieve his ambitious goals, he needs our help.

Fr. Raul doesn’t just want to give handouts — he wants to nurture bodies, minds and souls. He wants to help 
the poor build a brighter future. Read on to learn more about his holistic, faith-centered plans and discover how 
your gift to Cross Catholic Outreach can empower Fr. Raul to bless the families in his diocese.

Maria Zoila Ramirez lives in a dirt-floor shack in the village of Leguna San Jose. She can’t read, but she loves to attend local Catholic 
gatherings where she can listen to others read the Scriptures out loud.
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Ministry Description

Cross Catholic Outreach is partnering with the Catholic Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima to transform its 
poorest communities in Christ’s name by working through the diocese’s local Caritas organization, which is led 
by Fr. Raul.  With your help, we want to fund programs aimed at relieving poverty, empowering change and 
stoking the flames of faith.

HOUSING
Unable to afford housing, Guatemala’s rural poor cobble together crude shelters of sticks, plastic, tarp and tin 

sheets. Families struggle to sleep at night as the wind blows through the walls, the rain soaks their beds, and 
insects and vermin sneak in through every crevice. When they cook, the smoke from their stoves fills the interior 
and puts their children at risk of upper respiratory problems. When they have to relieve themselves, they go in 
the bush, creating unsanitary conditions and spreading disease.

The diocese’s housing program can change all of this. 

A durable, concrete block house with a solid floor and waterproof roof will give these poor families a level of 
comfort they’ve only dreamed of. Metal doors provide ample security, while large shuttered windows let in lots of light 
without compromising privacy. Each house is also wired for electricity and comes with a clean-air stove, sanitary 
latrine and wash basin. These simple provisions are a life-changing gift to those who have grown up in poverty. A new 
home brings dignity and joy and is a tangible reminder that the poor are not forgotten by their Father in heaven.

With your help, the diocese can provide the materials and professional labor to build these houses. The families 
themselves also have a part to play by helping carry the materials to the construction sites. In this way, the project is 
a community activity that builds relationships between these villages and the Church.
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WATER
Villagers are skeptical when Fr. Raul tells them that for the first time in their lives, they can have clean, clear 

water pumped directly to their homes. 

They’ve heard that line before. They’ve been taken advantage of and lost money. They don’t want to be cheated again. 

But this is different.

For starters, the diocese will build the system free of charge to the families, and they will only be responsible to 
cover the monthly cost of the electricity to run the pump. But more important, the diocese has concrete proof 
that their plan works. Two local villages already flow with drinkable water thanks to this project.

A community water system spares mothers and children from the burden of fetching water from unsafe and 
unreliable sources, or walking long distances to wash clothes. It not only saves time and effort — it also fosters 
better health and sanitation. Children no longer suffer diarrhea and intestinal illness from drinking contaminated 
water, and families have more water to spare for keeping a clean home.

In return for this free gift, each family must agree to help dig the trenches for the pipes. This co-laboring 
achieves more than just reducing costs — it gives the families dignity, the satisfaction of being rewarded for hard 
work, and a sense of ownership over the project.

This year with your help, a water system will be installed for 200 families in the poor villages of Laguna de San 
Jose and Plan del Amate. Once completed, the system will ideally pump water to each home every other day, and 
each household will collect at least two days’ worth of water in large drums — a  common practice in Guatemala 
even in wealthier communities. 

These families are desperate for clean, accessible water. Help us give this potentially lifesaving gift!
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Education and Meals
School is an expense that Guatemala’s rural poor often just cannot afford. The financial strain, coupled with 

the temptations that many students face to drop out, leave home and fend for themselves at a young age, 
perpetuates the poverty to generation after generation.

Fr. Raul is fighting to break that cycle by keeping kids in school. Caritas offers scholarships to select students 
while also incentivizing education by distributing monthly food baskets and providing school supplies to families 
that have enrolled their children in school.

The Bible says, “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” This project is an opportunity 
to invest in the next generation, empowering them to succeed and planting the seeds of God’s love in their hearts.

Agriculture
Unusually dry weather affecting Latin America has been especially devastating for poor farmers such as those 

who live in the rural villages outside Cuilapa, Guatemala. But with a little help, these farmers can have a better 
chance of producing successful crops. 

By providing corn seeds and fruit trees, and by 
training farmers on good agricultural practices such 
as soil conservation, crop diversification and more 
careful use of pesticides, Caritas helps the poor in a 
way that encourages independence instead of 
creating dependency. With stronger crop yields, 
farmers have more food to feed their families and 
more income to spend on necessities such as medical 
care and education. The positive benefits can then 
multiply as the children are properly nurtured and 
empowered to pursue a future beyond poverty.  

Diocese Support 
Cross Catholic Outreach has also committed to 

operational support of Fr. Raul’s work, and to 
funding the diocese’s efforts to train lay ministers — 
many of whom lead home prayer meetings 
throughout the rural villages. 

These workers and volunteers depend on your 
prayers and gifts as they go into the field each and 
every day, not just assessing needs and distributing 
aid, but also forming relationships with families and 
encouraging them to deepen their faith and get 
involved in weekly gatherings for prayer and 
religious instruction. 

The Diocese of Santa Rosa de Lima is poised to be 
a catalyst for Guatemala’s poorest villages to become 
thriving, Christ-centered communities of hope… 
and you can be a part of this transformative work!



2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • www.CrossCatholic.org
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2018,

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

Santa Rosa de Lima | Multiple Projects

Help Now!

Fr. Raul sees the incredible possibilities 
hidden in Guatemala’s poor rural villages — 
and with your help, he wants to unlock that 
potential, blessing everyone involved!

Though many of the families in his diocese 
have suffered unimaginable hardship, Fr. Raul 
believes Christ’s mercy can lead them out of 
that darkness and into a brighter future. To 
that end, Cross Catholic Outreach is excited to 
partner with Fr. Raul to unchain these families 
from squalor and turn their impossible 
dreams into reality. 

Many lives have already been profoundly 
impacted by Fr. Raul’s earlier outreaches, and 
we believe that this same transformation can 
come to more families this year as compassionate 
Catholics like you choose to join us in this 
life-changing endeavor. Your generous gift will 
provide these vulnerable communities with 
food, water, shelter, education, economic 
empowerment and spiritual nourishment, as 
you embody Jesus’ compassion for “the least 
of these.”

Please rise up today in solidarity with 
Guatemala’s poor! Be the instrument through 
which God answers their desperate prayers 
and mends their hurts and pains. They will be 
so incredibly grateful for whatever you choose 
to give, and their lives will never be the same!

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Hebrews 13:16

[tm1703][Udv1706]



INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1161

Emanuel Dios con Nosotras
Shelter for Abused Women and their Children

— Guatemala City, Guatemala —

May he defend the cause of the poor people, give deliverance  
to the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor!

Psalm 72:4



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
Provide safe shelter and support  
for mothers and children fleeing 
domestic violence.

Purpose
To help mothers and their children 
permanently escape a cycle of 
abuse by providing a safe home 
environment from which they can 
rebuild their lives.

Affiliation
Emanuel Dios con Nosotros Parish.

Location
One of the most dangerous 
neighborhoods in Guatemala City, 
Guatemala.

Cost
$23,980 will keep the shelter’s 
doors open by helping cover  
food, rent, utilities, and a house 
administrator’s pay for a year.

Highlights
• At the invitation of Father 

Gerrard Moore of Emanuel 
Dios con Nosotros (God With 
Us) Parish, four women with a 
heart for abused women and 
children were given an opportunity to launch an outreach for victims of extreme domestic violence.

• The outreach, Emanuel Dios con Nosotras (the feminine form of Nosotros), provides a welcoming home 
where up to six to eight families can stay for a few days to a few months while they get back on their feet.

• The shelter maintains full confidentiality to ensure the safety of the mothers and children.

• While at the shelter, the women receive counseling, material aid, legal support, spiritual edification, and 
assistance in finding jobs and sending their children to school.

• Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to supporting this life-saving project, so these women and children 
can get the resources they need to escape the cycle of abuse.

You are my defender and protector.  You are my God; in you I trust.
Psalm 91:2
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The Need

Tonight, a poor Guatemalan mother will lie awake, traumatized by a violence she cannot escape — a violence 
shadowing her life and the children she longs to raise in an environment of peace and love. Domestic battery, often 
fueled by drugs and alcohol, runs rampant in this poor Latin American country, and she is one of its many victims.

Many Guatemalan women would flee their abusers if given the chance. But too often they don’t feel they have that 
option. Laws against domestic violence and sexual abuse are rarely enforced, and murderers are rarely convicted. From 
the victims’ point of view, their government is either unable or unmotivated to prosecute offenders.

This culture of violence is often traced back to Guatemala’s 36-year civil war, in which 200,000 people died 
before hostilities ceased in 1996. Others blame armed gangs involved in drug and sex trafficking. Whatever the 
cause, tens of thousands of Guatemalan women are caught in the crosshairs of abusers. 

And women are not the only ones silently suffering from physical and emotional abuse. Children are growing 
up in terrifying and unstable environments where they are also targets of violence. Sadly there are few options 
for mothers or children who are forced to flee for their safety. The Guatemalan government only allows a 
maximum stay of five days at a public shelter, which is not nearly enough time for fleeing families to readjust 
and get back on their feet. They don’t have an opportunity to get legal documents or find a steady job, or even 
begin to address emotional and spiritual healing. With no safety net and no one to turn to, abused women and 
children feel trapped in a nightmare.

But God has not forgotten these families… and neither can we! Cross Catholic Outreach has a plan to rescue 
Guatemalan women and children from a life of abuse, and with your help we can succeed!

A Guatemalan sign 
against spousal abuse 
reads, “Do not feel 
ashamed of my tears. 
They are the rage at 
the pain of my sisters.”
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Ministry Description

While serving in one of the most dangerous neighborhoods in Guatemala City, Father Gerrard Moore has 
been deeply distressed by the number of domestic abuse victims he encounters at Emanuel Dios con Nosotros 
(God With Us) Parish. When he discovered breakthroughs were being achieved in another Guatemala City 
community through a shelter called Casa de Vida, he was eager to help empower the work.

The confidential, emergency shelter was started by four Guatemalan women who felt called by God to reach 
out to the many abused women and children in the city. “God is faithful and he rescues each of us from where 
we are,” says founder Lesbia Gonzalez, who is herself a survivor of domestic violence. “God brought me here to 
care for these women because many years ago someone took care of me.”

At Fr. Gerrard’s invitation, Lesbia and her dedicated team have opened a secure shelter, a place where abused 
women and children can truly feel that God is with them. An average of five families are received monthly at the 
house, and each family can stay for several months while they get back on their feet, without fear of being found 
and harassed by a violent husband or father. 

During their time at the shelter, the families receive food, counseling, material aid, legal support and spiritual 
edification. Lesbia ensures that the house environment is safe, peaceful and loving, and that the families learn 
through Bible studies and Christian fellowship that Jesus is their faithful provider and mighty protector. The 
mothers are also assisted in sending their children to school and finding jobs for themselves, so they can begin to 
achieve the independence they need in order to move on with their lives.

There is hope for these suffering families. But in order to provide that hope, the shelter needs support from 
Cross Catholic Outreach and friends like you. 

Fr. Gerrard Moore with domestic abuse survivor and project founder Lesbia Gonzalez.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.

2700 N. Military Trail • Suite 240 • PO Box 273908 • Boca Raton, Florida 33427-3908 
800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    CrossCatholicBlog.com
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Help Now!

Family by family, the chains of domestic violence are being broken at the Emanuel Dios con Nosotras shelter 
for abused women and children. Cross Catholic Outreach has committed to helping this ministry rescue and 
empower suffering families, but we can’t do it without your help!

A gift to Cross Catholic Outreach will keep the shelter’s doors open by helping cover food, rent, utilities and a 
house administrator’s pay for a year. Your generosity will send a message to these brutalized women and children 
that God is with them in the midst of their trials; that there is a future for them beyond their personal nightmare 
of closed fists, cruel words and neglect. 

Please join us today as we reach out with the loving arms of Christ to rescue Guatemalan victims of violence, 
mend their broken hearts and equip them to build a better tomorrow. With your support, we can save lives and 
break the cycle of violence.

The loving staff of Emanuel Dios con Nosotras.



INTERNATIONAL PROJECT PROPOSAL
PROJECT 1490

Hogar de la Niña 
Santa Rosa de Lima

Home for Orphaned, Abandoned, Abused and 
At-Risk Girls

— Cuilapa, Guatemala —

“If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up.”
Psalm 27:10



We are a 
Catholic ministry

that mobilizes the global Catholic Church to transform 
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually 

for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving the 

poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective way of 
helping the poor, empowering these ministries allows us to 
support the Church’s spiritual mission and its important 

position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious resource 
from God. We direct every donation to its intended 
project, provide honest and accurate reports to our 

donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry low. We 
handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our ministry 
partners in the field to the same high standards by asking 
them to document costs and the impact of their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project provides a safe home to 60 
girls who have been orphaned or 
removed from unsafe homes. A school 
serves the educational needs of these 
children as well as 40 children from the 
community. 

Purpose
To save children from having to live on 
the streets or in abusive homes and 
offer a Christ-centered education and, 
instead, vision for the future.

Location
Cuilapa, Guatemala.

Our Partners
Sisters of the Small Apostles of the 
Redemption.

Cost
$14,410 to pay for teachers at the 
school and the cost of electricity. 

Highlights
• Hogar de la Niña Santa Rosa de 

Lima is a home in the true sense 
of the word, where children in 
despair find nurturing, love and 
hope.

• Girls between the ages of 3 and 
15 are placed in the home after 
being orphaned or being found 
in abusive homes.

• Children attend school at the 
home, where they not only learn 
to read and write but also discover God’s love through the sacraments, weekly Masses, retreats, music and 
prayer.

• Christian love is so strong that the sisters’ school attracts an additional 40 boys and girls from the 
surrounding impoverished neighborhood.  

• Your generous gift is needed now so that the sisters can pay hardworking teachers in their school. They 
will hire teachers for English, music, physical education, computer science and Pre-K/K subjects. Your 
gift will also cover operating costs so that they can continue to dispense God’s love so generously.
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Yessenia is one of many children from the impoverished streets of Cuilapa who shows up alone and scared on 
the doorstep of Hogar de la Niña Santa Rosa de Lima. By the grace of God, they immediately fall into the loving 
embrace of the compassionate Sisters of the Small Apostles of the Redemption.

Yessenia, just 12 years old, fell into this holy hug recently when a family member brought her to the home to 
save her from abuse by her brothers. Sadly, Yessenia’s story is all too familiar in these urban slums, where crushing 
poverty has ripped apart families and caused parents to turn to crime and drug addiction. An increasing number 
of children are orphaned or left to suffer on the streets.

But there is hope. The Lord is rescuing these precious children through the Spirit-filled sisters, who shape these 
once-broken girls into faith-filled leaders for their society.

Girls arrive malnourished in both body and soul, but the sisters lovingly nurture them to health with regular 
meals, heavy doses of compassion and patient instruction. Their school prepares the girls for a bright future by 
teaching them about their faith and offering valuable skills. This visionary education is so successful that 40 boys 
and girls from the surrounding slums attend classes along with the 60 girls in residence at the home. 

All of this care takes many more resources than these humble sisters possess. The sisters teach first through 
sixth grade, but they cannot do it all. With your generous assistance, Cross Catholic Outreach will partner with 
the sisters to provide for: 

• An English teacher.
• Salaries to keep hardworking teachers in kindergarten, music, physical education and computer science.
• The cost of electricity, which will allow the home and school to remain open.

The sisters are praying fervently for assistance as they minister to the poorest of the poor. Together, we can be the 
answer to their prayers and ensure that suffering children like Yessenia have a loving home to experience the love of Christ.

Rejoice and be glad!
Children once trapped in misery now celebrate the love of the Lord at Hogar de la Niña Santa Rosa de Lima. 

Happiness and joy are everywhere. A visiting priest celebrates Mass with the girls each week, and the sisters lead 
the girls on joy-filled retreats. The residents also celebrate Marian feast days and participate in faith formation 
classes, and prepare for baptism, penance, first Eucharist and confirmation. And joyful sounds resonate as the 
girls learn to express their love of life through musical instruments.

The Need
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Classrooms are colorful and organized.

Children enjoy playtime in the neatly kept schoolyard.

Everyone comes together to praise the Lord!

Sometimes, little ones need a hug.

*For security reasons, the faces of children have been altered and their names have been changed.
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Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  
the close of our ministry’s fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  

the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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800-914-2420 • CrossCatholic.org

 @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    @CrossCatholic    /CrossCatholic    CrossCatholicBlog.com
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The children of Guatemala are suffering, 
and the Lord has heard their cries. He has 
responded by sending forth saintly sisters to 
rescue young girls from abuse or neglect 
and offer a quality education to all children 
in the nearby slums.

Is the Lord calling you to join this mission?

We at Cross Catholic Outreach hope so. 
With your generous gift, the sisters of Hogar 
de la Niña Santa Rosa de Lima will be able 
to respond to the call they have received 
from the Lord –– bringing His grace to 
suffering children. 

The sisters are giving their lives to serving 
God’s children, but they urgently need your 
prayers and financial support to succeed in 
a severely impoverished region that has few 
resources.

By saying yes today, you will become a 
partner in God’s holy work –– rescuing 
young girls from the clutches of evil and 
transforming them into faith-filled leaders 
in the Church and in society.

“Whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me, 

and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me”
Mark 9:37

Help Now!




